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What are you most looking forward to this semester?
WHAT YOU SAID...

Emily Rogers

“Making big life decisions ... 
finally.” 

Donell Crawford

“Making new friends.”

Rebecca Morton

“The fall play.”

Steven Donahue

“Figuring out if I want to 
pursue a career in 

teaching.”

Breonnhia Bailey

“Volleyball and parties.”

SOS 101
By Megan Olson
Staff Writer

 Photo by Obie Obumseli/Banner News staff

See SOS, page 4

Volleyball gets set
The DMACC Bears volleyball team starts its 

season ranked ninth in the nation. Head coach 
Patty Harrison (center of photo, red shirt) works 
with her team on a drill in practice in the DMACC 
gym Sept. 4. The Bears are  6-2 and 1-0 in confer-
ence play. The team travels to Clinton on Wednes-
day, Sept. 10, for a 7:30 p.m. match. The Bears’ 
next home game is Sept. 16 against the Buena 
Vista JV at 6:30 p.m. in the gym. Games are free 
for students. 

For more volleyball coverage, see page 5.
Follow the Bears online at https://go.dmacc.edu/

athletics/volleyball/

Help is here for students 
who are struggling or want to get 
ahead in their classes. 

DMACC provides several 
academic resources for students: 
the Academic Achievement 
Center, the Writing Center, the 
library, front desk, Academic 
Advisors, library, and Student 
Community Resources. 

“Understand that asking for 
help is not a sign of weakness, it’s 
a sign of success,” says academic 
adviser Shelby Hildreth. 

And the services are free.
The Academic Achievement 

Center, or AAC, is in room 102 
near the library, and it provides 
tutoring, teaches study skills, and 
tests can be taken here. 

The Writing Center in room 
170 is another place to go to gain 
study skills and receive help with 
any paper or type of writing. 

Editor’s note: This is the first 
in a series of articles about 
helpful services for student 
success at DMACC.

Services on campus offer study aid for students

The AAC is open 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday. The 
Writing Center is open 9 a.m. to 
noon and 1 to 3 p.m. There is also 
a Writing Center at the DMACC 
Hunziker Center in Ames, which 
is open Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday 4:30 to 6 p.m. and 1 to 
2:30 p.m. on Tuesday. Neither of 
the centers is open on weekends.

Ann Kiesel, AAC director, 
encourages students to seek 
assistance at the AAC.

“I recommend that [students] 
come into the AAC and get help if 
[they] are struggling. Don’t fail or 
drop out. Come in and we will get 

you back on track,” she said.
She also points out that using 

the AAC is free for students. It 
is paid for with students’ tuition 
money, so students might as well 
get some use out of it. 

The Writing Center is much 
like the AAC in that they also 
help students succeed in class. 
They will help with lab reports, 
literature papers, composition 
papers, newspaper articles; you 
name it they will help. 

 “We are happy to sit down 
[with students] and work on 
assignments,” says Writing Center 

 Photos by Megan Olson/Banner News staff
Photo, above: The Writing Center is located in Room 170 and staff 
can help with any type of writing assignment or project. Photo, 
right: The Academic Achievement Center is located in Room 102. 
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Play auditions scheduled 

Auditions for “A Touch of 
Danger” are set for Monday, Sept. 
15 starting at 2:30 p.m. in the 
Boone Campus theatre.  Anyone 
interested in auditioning or help-
ing with the set, lights, etc. can at-
tend.  No experience is required.  
All are welcome to help out with 
the production which will be Fri-
day, Nov. 7 and Saturday,  Nov. 8 
at 7:30 pm.

This mystery/thriller by 
Francis Durbridger enjoyed a 
successful run in London’s West 
End. The plot revolves around 
best-selling British author, Max 
Telligan.  Harriet, his soon to be 
ex-wife, and Liz, his secretary, 
are stunned to read in the paper 
that Max has been found dead in 
Munich.  Much to their amaze-
ment Max walks in very much 
alive.  The dead man, who was 
murdered, turns out to be a friend 
of Max’s.  Thus begins a sequence 
of events involving the CID, the 
CIA, and a terrorist organization.  
All who want something from 
Max.  He finds himself caught up 
in a dangerous situation where no 
one is quite what he or she seems 
to be.

The show features roles for 
five men and four women. 
Max-a best-selling British author
Harriet-his soon to be ex-wife
Liz-his secretary
Jeff-a pro golfer
Vincent- an agent
Lloyd-an American agent
Graham-an agent
Connie-Jeff ’s girlfriend
Rose-a server at the golf club

For more information con-
tact Kay Mueller at kemueller@
dmacc.edu or 433-5094 or stop in 
office 132.

Help stock campus pantry
As the fall semester begins, 

please consider helping restock 
the campus food pantry. 

Current needs include:
· Canned tuna or chicken
· Spaghetti sauce
·Canned fruit/Dried fruit/

Applesauce
· Rice
· Peanut butter
· Jam/Jelly
· Dried beans
·Oatmeal/Hot cereal mix/

Boxed cereal
· Bread/Muffin mix
· Oils (vegetable, olive, etc.)
·  Toilet paper 
Please drop off donations to 

Erin Neumann (Room 124) or 
Jane Martino’s office (Room 122). 

All donations are greatly appreci-
ated.

The food pantry is available 
to any student who might need 
assistance. If a student has a more 
significant need for food/resourc-
es than a visit to our campus food 
pantry can assist with, please con-
tact Erin Neumann. 

London study abroad 
DMACC hosts a Study 

Abroad each spring semester in 
London.

The deadline for the  pro-
gram application is  Nov. 3, and it  
is approaching fast. 

Interested students are en-
couraged to check out the website 
(Study Abroad Program under 
Courses and Programs menu)

https://go.dmacc.edu/study-
abroad/Pages/welcome.aspx  or 
contact Maria Cochran, meco-
chran@dmacc.edu, 515 964-6482, 
Office 5BB in Bldg. 2 Ankeny 
campus. 

Phi Theta Kappa 
Phi Theta Kappa is the Inter-

national Honor Society for two-
year colleges. PTK will host sev-
eral informational meetings on 
the Boone campus. Students are 
invited to attend to find out more 
about joint PTK. For more infor-
mation, contact Nancy Woods, 
nawoods@dmacc.edu, 515-433-
5061. Or Stacy Amling, slam-
ling@dmacc.edu, 515-433-5089.

Childcare and 
Transportation help

A program called Iowa New 
Choices offers assistance with 
childcare and transportation for 
qualifying single parents and dis-
placed homemakers (separated, 
divorced, widowed or spouse 
disabled.) For information, con-
tact, Erin Neumann, Room 124, 
eaneumann@dmacc.edu. Or call 
515-433-5037.

Writing Center open 
Writing Center consultants 

are available to help with any 
writing assignment, during any 
part of the writing process. With 
their experience in different types 
of writing (technical to creative 
writing) and a broad range of life 
experience (journalism, firefight-
ing, novel writing, Hawaiian cul-
ture, literature, and veterans af-
fairs), you’re sure to find someone 
that “gets you.” Stop by any time 

during our hours. No appoint-
ments are necessary for this free 
service. For more information, 
contact Krystal Hering, WC coor-
dinator, klhering@dmacc.edu. Or 
visit http://go.dmacc.edu/boone/
writingcenter/

Netherlands contest 
As part of DMACC’s celebra-

tion of the Netherlands during the 
2014-2015 academic year, there is 
a contest in which each of three 
persons will win two tickets to the 
Netherlands Gourmet Dinner on 
Thursday, April 23, 2015.

Each month a trivia ques-
tion about the Netherlands will 
be posted in the Netherlands Year 
site.  The question will be visible 
for that month only and answers 
may be submitted only during 
that month. Participants will have 
until midnight on the last day of 
the month to submit their answer 
to that month’s question.  All an-
swers must be submitted using 
the same e-mail address.

Answers to the trivia ques-
tions must be found only in this 
location: http://www.eupedia.
com/netherlands.  Answers that 
differ from the information in 
that site will not be considered.

Contest participants will 
submit answers via the process in 
the Netherlands Year site: Nether-
lands Year Gourmet Dinner Con-
test Answer Submissions

    

Honors seeks applicants
The DMACC Honors Pro-

gram is seeking highly motivated 
students to apply for honors. With 
nearly 20 students graduating 
from the Honors Program this 
year, there are openings for cur-
rent DMACC students who want 
to challenge themselves further 
and graduate from the Honors 
Program.

If you have completed one 
college-level English and one 
college-level math class or are 
currently enrolled, will have com-
pleted a minimum of nine (9) col-
lege credits and fewer than fifty 
(50) credits at the end of summer 
with a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or 
higher, you are eligible to become 
a DMACC Honors Student. 

To read more about Honors, 
find out what DMACC students 
have to say, and submit an appli-
cation, go to dmacc.edu/honors 
and get started on your way to a 
rewarding, challenging educa-
tional opportunity.

9th Circuit appears skeptical of same-sex marriage bans
(MCT) SAN FRANCISCO _ A federal appeals court appeared 

inclined Monday to rule against same-sex marriage bans in Western 
states.

During two hours of arguments, a three-judge panel of the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals asked a lawyer defending bans in Idaho and 
Nevada tough questions and greeted his responses with skepticism.

Monte Stewart, the lawyer who asked the court to uphold the mar-
riage bans, said opposite-sex marriage sends an important social mes-
sage that children benefit when reared by both their biological father 
and mother.

But Judge Marsha S. Berzon, an appointee of President Bill Clinton, 
suggested governments may promote social messages in other ways, 
such as billboards. She said his defense of the marriage bans amounted 
to a message that gay unions are “second-rate families.”

“You are sending a message that they are less desirable families,” 
Berzon said. “That is what you are doing.”

Judge Stephen Reinhardt, an appointee of President Jimmy Carter, 
noted that people who are attracted to their own gender “also have the 
right to live their lives as human beings.”

A ruling could come at any time.

CDC issues nationwide alert for child respiratory virus
(MCT)
WASHINGTON _ Health care providers nationwide have been 

told to watch for an increase in a respiratory illness among children 
after the outbreak of a rare and sometimes serious virus strain that has 
hospitalized dozens of youngsters in Chicago and Kansas City, Mo.

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is conducting 
tests to determine whether active clusters of enterovirus D68 are pres-
ent in about 10 other states.

“We believe the unusual increases in Kansas City and Chicago may 
be occurring elsewhere over the weeks ahead and we want people to be 
on the lookout,” Dr. Anne Schuchat, the director of the CDC’s National 
Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, said in a confer-
ence call.

Although 10 million to 15 million Americans contract at least one 
of more than 100 types of enteroviruses each year, most patients have 
only mild symptoms, such as upper respiratory problems or rashes with 
fever that don’t require hospitalization.

The D68 strain of enterovirus is much less common than other 
types, but it’s more likely to cause severe respiratory problems, such as 
wheezing and difficulty breathing, that can require mechanical ventila-
tion in extreme cases.

Beside Missouri and Illinois, the CDC is investigating suspected 
cases of EV-D68 in Alabama, Colorado, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Ken-
tucky, Michigan, Ohio, Oklahoma and Utah.

First discovered in 1962, the virus spreads through respiratory 
secretions such as saliva and mucous during coughing and sneezing. 
Touching infected surfaces and then touching the face, eyes and mouth 
can also spread the disease.

Although infants, children and teens are more likely to become 
sick upon infection, it’s unclear which populations are most vulnerable, 
which states are most at risk and how widespread the virus may be.

“The situation is evolving quickly,” Schuchat said.
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Meet your Banner News Staff 

Where are you originally from?
Keota, Iowa

What are you majoring in?
Liberal Arts at DMACC. I am graduating 
this spring, and then will transfer to ISU 
for Advertising.

What do you like to do in your free time?
I ride horses. I also enjoy sports, hanging 
out with friends, and four-wheeling.

What do you like most about being on 
the student newspaper?
I enjoy writing and learning new things 
about people when I interview them.

What is your favorite food? 
Steak and cheesy potatoes 

What’s the most played song on your 
iPod right now?
Jaded by Aerosmith

Where are you originally from?      
Saint Louis, Mo. I moved to Des Moines 
when I was in grade school, so unfortu-
nately, I have to be labeled an Iowan. 

What are you majoring in?   
I’m double majoring in Business Market-
ing and Broadcast Journalism. 

What do you like to do in your free time?   
My free time is spent trying to make my 
hoop dream come alive, but in the mean-
time I’m just running dudes on the 2K. 
But in all seriousness I get busy in that 2K. 
And don’t let me play on the Xbox One 
because then it’s over. 

What do you like most about being on 
the student newspaper?      
It’s a great resume builder. It allows me 
to gain valuable experience that will be 
vital for future writing jobs. It would be a 
dream come true to work for ESPN, and I 
see this as a building block to get there. 

What is your favorite food?  
Fried Chicken and Spaghetti. I’m black, 
what did you expect me to say? 

What’s the most played song on your 
iPod right now?  
I can’t pick one, but I’ve been bumping a 
lot of Rich Homie and Migos as of late. I’m 
also rocking to that hit by Bobby Shmurda.

Where are you originally from? 
Idaho Falls,  Idaho

What are you majoring ? 
Liberal Arts, I hope to transfer to a four 
year to get my finance degree.

What do you like to do in your freetime?  
I like reading. Mainly political related 
books, but also history books.

What do you like most about being on 
the student newspaper?
The opportunity to be part of a team, and 
the chance to learn new things and step 
out of my comfort zone. 

What’s your favorite food? 
Fish. I love seafood, and fish is by far my 
favorite food.

What are three items on your grocery 
list?  Crackers,  Soup,  Orange juice. Get-
ting ready for the cold season. 

What’s the most played song on your 
ipod right now? I like a variety of music, 
but right now my most played song is 
“That’s Life” by Frank Sinatra.

Where are you originally from? 
Des Moines

What are you majoring in? 
I have a law degree and a master’s degree, 
both from Drake University. My bachelor’s 
is from ISU in journalism.
 
What do you like to do in your free time? 
I like to spend time with my husband and 
our two kids. I also enjoy reading, hiking, 
working out, thrift shopping and bargain 
hunting.   
What do you like most about being on 
the student newspaper?
As the faculty adviser for a student-run 
newspaper, I love encouraging students 
to think big, ask questions, be engaged, 
get creative, try something new, and ac-
complish more than they ever thought 
possible. 

What is your favorite food?  
Anything that someone else cooks for me. 
I especially love a good breakfast out on 
the weekends.

What’s the most played song on your 
iPod right now?
Anything high energy 

AMANDA BETZ
Editor-in-Chief

MEGAN OLSON 
Staff Writer

JULIE ROOSA
Faculty Adviser

OBIE OBUMSELI
Staff Writer

MICHAEL HUDSON 
Business Manager

Where are you originally from?  
Woodward, Iowa

What are you majoring in?   
Liberal Arts/ Journalism/ Photography

What do you like to do in your free time?  
I can be found attending and competing in 
BBQ contests and spending as much time 
as school affords me in the outdoors.

What do you like most about being on 
the student newspaper?    
Since this is my first time, I look forward 
to the challenges, and hopefully teamwork.  
Building some friendships and developing 
skills in the field of journalism are part of 
the reason I chose to join the staff.

What is your favorite food?    
It has to be grilled venison loin with 
homemade Jambalya a close second.
 
What’s the most played song on your 
iPod right now?   
Bumpy Road- Big Smo

MARK KLATT
Contributing Writer

Where are you originally from? 
Slater, Iowa

What are you majoring in?
I am currently working on my Liberal Arts 
degree, but am so far undecided. I’m hop-
ing to make that decision during my first 
semester here at DMACC.
 
What do you like to do in your free time?
I love art (painting, sketching, sculpting, 
etc) and spending time with my beautiful 
3-year old son. 
 
What do you like most about being on 
the student newspaper?
I will have to figure that out once I of-
ficially start.

What is your favorite food?
I could eat pizza for every meal. It’s so 
versatile and delicious!  
 
What’s the most played song on your 
iPod right now?
I’ve been listening to a lot of Gaslight An-
them and Lucero lately... And always. 

Banner News is the student news source for DMACC Boone. 

Where are you originally from? 
Huxley, Iowa

What are you majoring in?
Finance and Accounting,  with a minor in 
German

What do you like to do in your free time? 
I like to read, write, run, and knit. I teach 
knitting classes in my free time. 

What do you like most about being on 
the student newspaper?
I like the challenge of writing, and the 
challenge of managing and laying out the 
newspaper. 

What is your favorite food?  
Papaya salad, which is an extremely spicy 
Lao salad, with sticky rice.

What’s the most played song on your 
iPod right now?
Bittersweet by Apocalyptica 

EMILY ROGERS
Contributing Writer

Support 
your 

campus 
news 
media

10 ways you can help:
1. Read the paper
2. Join the staff 
(All majors welcome.
No experience necessary.)
3. Submit your opinions
4. Talk about the news
5. Use Banner News in 
class 
6. Advertise
7. Volunteer
8. Submit your photos
9. Do the crossword
10. Contact us

bannernews@dmacc.edu
Room 115
433-5091

Photo 
not 

available
at presstime
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College find teachers need teaching too

Meet the Boone Provost
By Megan Olson
Staff Writer

Tom Lee is the Provost for 
the DMACC Boone Campus. It is 
his 10th year here at DMACC.

“There is not much to dislike 
on this lively campus, other than 
the meetings,” he said.

Lee is happily married to 
Georgeann. They have two grown 
children and four grandchildren. 
His wife was a teacher and is now 
retired, their daughter is an ele-
mentary principal at Ankeny and 
their son is in logistics. 

Tom grew up in Morning 
Sun, Iowa, where he graduated in 
1967 with 19 classmates. He par-
ticipated in every activity: band, 
chorus, drama, football, basket-
ball, baseball, and track. 

After he graduated from 
Morning Sun he furthered his 
education at Monmouth, Illinois 
where he played football, basket-

ball, and baseball. Lee graduated 
in 1971, and later received his 
masters at Drake University. 

After college, Lee taught 9th 
grade science and was the head 
boy’s basketball coach and golf 
coach at his first teaching job. 
He was also the assistant foot-
ball coach. Lee taught there for 
11 years then moved on to Des 
Moines Lincoln where he was the 
head boy’s basketball coach for 
8 years. Once Tom and his wife 
had children, he stopped coach-
ing to support them in all of their 
activities. He left coaching and 
went into administration. Lee was 
a principal at two middle schools, 
and in the last 4 years before com-
ing to DMACC he was the prin-
cipal at Des Moines East High 
School. He was then contacted 
and asked if he would be inter-
ested in the job he currently has. 

Lee enjoys DMACC Campus 
very much. “It is a perfect fit”, says 

By Timothy Pratt
The Hechinger Report

(MCT)
KENNESAW, Ga. _ Michele 

DiPietro had his listeners in 
stitches with his impressions of 
dumb things college students say 
in class.

Then he sobered them up 
with advice about how they could 
do their own jobs better, how to 
handle such recurring classroom 
challenges as apathy and short at-
tention spans.

DiPietro’s disciples were ju-
nior members of the faculty at 
Kennesaw State University, near 
Atlanta, where he directs a center 
to improve the quality of teaching 
at the school. It’s one of a growing 
number of efforts to address the 
reality that most college profes-
sors never expressly learn how to 
teach.

“It’s no longer enough to get 
your Ph.D., stand in front of a 
class, and let the chips fall where 
they may,” said Hoag Holmgren, 
executive director for the Profes-
sional and Organizational Devel-
opment Network in Higher Edu-
cation, a national group focusing 
on teacher training.

The trend is being fueled 
by demands from parents and 

policymakers to get more for the 
money they’re investing in higher 
education, and by the growth of 
faculty-rating websites and a new 
body of research about effective 
teaching. DiPietro is co-author of 
a book on the topic called “How 
Learning Works: Seven Research-
Based Principles for Smart Teach-
ing.”

Faculty seems to be crav-
ing training, too. Only 18 people 
came to DiPietro’s workshop, 
which is voluntary, the first time 
he offered it at Kennesaw last year. 
This summer, 75 did. He taught 
them techniques, like how to vary 
their teaching styles, telling them 
don’t just stand in front of a class-
room or auditorium and lecture. 
Show interest in students. En-
courage them to discuss the mate-
rial as much as possible.

Teaching centers like the one 
at Kennesaw State generally pro-
vide services, such as one-on-one 
consultations aimed at helping 
professors improve their class-
room performance, workshops 
on how to handle course loads, 
lessons from the latest research on 
learning and online guides to us-
ing technology in the classroom.

At Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity’s Eberly Center for Teaching 
Excellence & Educational Innova-

tion, the number of faculty sign-
ing up for confidential consulta-
tions to improve their teaching 
has gone from 100 to 180 in less 
than three years, said director 
Marsha Lovett.

The University of Michigan’s 
Center for Research on Learning 
and Teaching _ the nation’s oldest 
such initiative _ conducts 2,800 
consultations a year, more than 
double the number of a decade 
ago, said interim director Mat-
thew Kaplan. The university also 
runs “teaching academies” that all 
new hires in most of its schools 
are required to take. Some depart-
ments hold monthly “How Learn-
ing Works” sessions, too, Kaplan 
said.

“Teaching is a much more 
important part of the package 
now,” he said. “It’s more than just 
knowing the content.”

Doctoral programs in which 
most faculty prepare for their ca-
reers in academia focus almost 
exclusively on knowledge of the 
subject they intend to teach, re-
search and write about, according 
to advocates for better university 
teaching.

But now, said Holmgren, 
“There’s an increase in account-
ability, in the measurability of 
student learning and the effective-

ness of teaching.”
His association is made up 

mostly of people like DiPietro, 
whose jobs are to help faculty 
improve their classroom skills. 
There are 1,750 members, and 
that number has been growing 
at about 5 percent a year for five 
years, Holmgren said.

Some wonder why it took so 
long for higher education to teach 
its faculty to teach.

“I mean, come on,” said Bran-
don Busteed, executive director 
for Gallup Education, a branch of 
the polling agency whose surveys 
show that nearly four in 10 college 
graduates say they never had a 
professor who made them excited 
about learning.

“It shows a lack of selecting 
for the right talent, a lack of train-
ing,” Busteed said. “And it shows 
what we value and espouse. Insti-
tutions of higher education have 
not valued high-quality teaching.”

DiPietro said this may be 
changing. But he points out that 
the same economic pressures 
pushing higher education to im-
prove teaching and learning have 
caused some universities to move 
in the opposite direction. Western 
Kentucky University, for example, 
last year shut down its Faculty 
Center for Excellence in Teach-

ing.
But DiPietro also said in-

creased consumer awareness _ 
“Families are saying, ‘I’m paying 
this tuition and this graduate stu-
dent is teaching my child?’ “ _ will 
drive up demand for the services 
at centers like his.

Universities are also finding 
that graduate students who want 
to go into academia face a tougher 
job market. Training in teaching 
can give them an edge.

Jae Turner is one of those. 
Two years after getting her doc-
torate in women’s, gender and sex 
studies at Emory University, and 
after a year of teaching part time 
at Kennesaw, she has been inter-
viewing for full-time faculty posi-
tions.

DiPietro’s teacher-training 
seminar, which Turner attended, 
wasn’t her first. She also took a 
six-week course on using digital 
educational technology.

“I’ve certainly taken advan-
tage of everything I can to im-
prove my teaching,” she said.

___
(c)2014 The Hechinger Report
Distributed by MCT Information 
Services

Lee. He enjoys how busy DMACC 
is with all of the activities, aca-
demics, and athletics. “I enjoy 
young people, seeing how they 
evolve, and what they become 
later in life.” 

Tom Lee has been here for 10 
years and will be here even longer. 
This wonderful campus, staff, and 
students are why he is still work-
ing. He enjoys coming to work 
everyday.

You can find Tom Lee wan-
dering the hall, or in his office 
near the financial aid windows 
if you’d ever like to drop in and 
meet the Boone DMACC Provost. 

Staff Spotlight

staff member Bethany Swee-
ney. “We usually go for a half 
hour and make suggestions.” 

Students are welcome to sit 
in the Writing Center and use 
the provided computers to make 
changes to their papers. 

Students do not need to 
make appointments in either of 
the centers. If they have hectic 
schedule and wish to set up an 
appointment they may, otherwise 
they can just pop in and there will 
always be an instructor there to 
help. 

The Writing Center director 

 DMACC file photo

“It is a 
perfect fit.”

Tom Lee, on being provost 
at Boone DMACC

Services at DMACC help students
SOS, from 1 is Professor Krystal Hering. Sev-

eral assistants including instruc-
tors and Iowa State University 
PhD. students are also on staff. 
There is also a new feature this 
year -- peer tutoring. Students 
can tutor other students as part of 
a work-study job. 

The AAC has two full-time 
instructors: Kiesel, the director, 
who specializes in English, study 
skills, and reading strategies; 
and Jim Dose, who specializes in 
math. The part-time instructors 
are Keith Geiken, who specializes 
in chemistry and physics; Pegi 
Bevins, who specializes in writ-
ing; and Rosie Irvine, the evening 

instructor, who specializes in ba-
sic accounting and math. 

Both centers have phone 
numbers so students may call in 
to ask questions, set up appoint-
ments, check on the hours, etc. 
The number for the AAC is 515-
433-5096. The Writing Center’s 
number is 515-433-5212.

Look in the next issue of the 
Banner News for the next article 
in this series on academic services 
at DMACC. The story will feature 
information about the front desk, 
academic advisors, and Student/
Community Resources. 
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Upcoming Sports Calendar 

Sports Round Up 

Sep 10: Volleyball vs. Clinton*
Sep 11: Softball vs. Southwestern 

Sep 12: Volleyball vs. Marshalltown
Sep 12: Volleyball vs. Ft. Scott

Sep 13: Cross Country vs. Les /duke Invitational 
Sep 14: Baseball vs. Parkland
Sep 14: Men’s Golf vs. Clarke

Sep 14: Baseball vs. Rock Valley
Sep 15: Women’s Golf vs. Simpson

Sep 15: Men’s Golf vs. Clarke 

Register 

today - 

classes start

October 20

UPPER IOWA UNIVERSITY - Des Moines Center

Your Degree. 
Your Way.

5000 Westown Parkway, Suite 200, West Des Moines

515-225-1800 • uiu.edu/desmoines

•	Courses	that	fit	your	busy	lifestyle	–	
classroom,	online	and	self-paced	

•	Regionally	accredited,	non-profit	

•	Year-round	schedule	with	8-week	 
terms

•	Personal	academic	and	financial	 
aid	advising

•	Easy	transfer	of	up	to	90	credits

By Obie Obumseli 
Staff Writer 

The DMACC volleyball team has started the season ranked 9th in 
the nation. 

Every fall for the past nine years, head Coach Patty Harrison has 
set off to achieve the title of national champions, and this year is no 
different.  

“Our main goal is to win the conference of course, but we also want 
to get back to nationals and reach a final spot,” she said.

Harrison said she is looking to have her team build off the success 
of last season when they finished eighth at nationals. 

Sophomore Breonnhia Bailey is excited to get back on the court 
after watching from the sidelines last season due to injury. Watching 
the team finish eighth last season at nationals has brought forth a new 
motivation in her, as well as her teammates. 

Her expectations for this year echoed her coach: “Make it to na-
tionals,” she said, “finish better than eighth.” 

Harrison said her team’s biggest obstacle will be conference play.    
DMACC competes in the Iowa Community College Athletic Confer-
ence where they play against the likes of Kirkwood, Iowa Central, Iowa 
Lakes, and others. 

Winning may be the first thing on many players mind, but for Har-
rison, her primary focus is helping her team mature. This year’s team 
consists of seven freshmen whom Harrison will again have to nurture 
and help grow throughout their journey as a DMACC Bear. Newcomers 
Brooke Rasmussen, Tiana Soranzo, Tatum Meyer, Taylor Case, Shelby 
Schouten, Katy Lewis, Bailey Norland, and Allison Waters, will look for 
guidance from, not only their coach, but their veteran teammates who 
already have a season under their belt. They include Carissa Rainey, 
Nevada Meis, McKenzie, Grimm, Amber Huttmann, Breonnhia Bailey, 
Megan Harn,  and Kallie Webber.

Currently the volleyball team is 6-2 and 1-0 in conference play. 
According to Division II NJCAA polls, the Bears are ranked 9th in the 
nation. You can keep track of the success of the team on the DMACC 
athletic sit, www.dmacc.edu/athletics, as well as ICCAC.ORG. 

Admittance to games is free. 

The volleyball team goes through drills as they prepare for their next game. 
Photo by Obie Obumseli /Banner News

Men’s golf finishes 14th in Cropper Creek Classic
Sophomore Hunter Van Veen of Monroe shot a one-over-par 145 over 36 holes to 

lead the DMACC men’s golf team to a 14th-place finish in the Cropper Creek Classic 
Sept. 6 and 7 at Hunters Ridge Golf Course in Marion.

Van Veen opened the tournament with a two-over-par 74 and recorded a one-
under-par 71 on the second day as the Bears finished the tournament with 631 strokes. 
Illinois Wesleyan University (IWU) won the team championship with 567 strokes and 
Myles Pfingsten of Grand View University took individual honors with a seven-under-
par 137. Van Veen tied for 15th place in the individual competition.

The tournament consisted of 22 teams, including 19 teams from four-year colleges 
or universities.

Other DMACC results included a 159 by freshman Devon Woody of Monroe, a 163 
by sophomore Jon Mack of Boone, a 164 by freshman Grant Juber of Sibley and a 184 by 
freshman Brett Romig of Boone.

Woody shot rounds of 81 and 78 and tied for 19th place; Mack recorded rounds of 82 
and 81 to tie for 19th, Juber shot 77 and 87 and tied for 20th; and Romig had rounds of 94 
and 90, tying for 40th place.

Volleyball off to furious start

Volleyball splits two matches in Rochester tournament
The DMACC volleyball team ran its record to 6-2 after splitting two matches at 

the Rochester Community and Technical College (RCTC) Invite Sept. 5 at Rochester, 
Minn.

The Bears, ranked ninth in the National Junior College Athletic Association (NJ-
CAA) Division II poll, suffered a 3-2 loss to RCTC and handed Madison Community 
College (MCC) a 3-0 loss in tournament play.

Freshman Taylor Case of Preston, Minn., had 16 kills and sophomore Breonnhia 
Bailey of Pleasant Hill added 10 as DMACC fell to RCTC by scores of 25-20, 18-25, 
25-18, 20-25, 7-15. RCTC came into the match ranked ninth in NJCAA Division III. 
DMACC Sophomore McKenzie Grimm of West Bend had nine kills in the match.

Sophomore Amber Huttmann of Council Bluffs led the Bears in assists with 22 and 
freshman Megan Harn of Waterloo came away with 21. Case also topped DMACC in 
digs with 16. Huttmann came away with 14, freshman Brooke Rasmussen of Lamber-
ton, Minn., had 13 and freshman Shelby Schouten of Alton had 10. Freshman Tatum 
Meyer of Algona had 11 block assists in the match and sophomore Nevada Meis of 
Council Bluffs had nine. As a team, DMACC finished with 38 block assists in the match.

DMACC returns to Iowa Community College Athletic Conference (ICCAC) play 
Sept. 10 when the Bears travel to Clinton to face Clinton Community College. The 
match begins at 7:30 p.m. The Bears are 1-0 in conference play.
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Tomorrow, we will all once 
again be reminded of the tragedy 

that happened 13 years ago to 
our nation. September 11, 2001 
will forever live in every Ameri-
can’s heart and mind as one of 
the greatest tragedies many of 

us will have lived through in our 
lifetimes to date. 

 On Thursday, Septem-
ber 11, 2014, each of us will take 
time to think back about what we 
remember about that day; where 
we were, who we were with, how 
we felt when we saw the plane 
crash into the second World 
Trade Center tower. We will 
remember the pain and death we 
witnessed as a nation. 

 While we focus much of 
our thoughts on those affected by 
this tragedy, we should also take 
time to revel in our strength and 
unity as a nation. In the 13 years 
since the trade center towers fell, 
we have bounced back, and we 
now use the space, once covered 
by debris, blood, and tears, as a 
reminder and teaching tool for 
future generations to come. 

 We have rebuilt a trade 
center to replace the two that fell 
that day. According to the World 
Trade Center website, www.wtc.
com, the new trade center is 
set to open in early 2015. It will 
stand as the tallest building in the 
United States with it’s spire reach-
ing 1,776 feet. It boasts 3 million 
square feet full of office spaces, as 
well as an observation deck and 
restaurants.

9/11 Remembered. Where were You?

The 9/11 Memorial Museum in New York is now open to the public. Looking into the glass windows of the 
musuem at night. Photographed on May 23, 2014. (Carolyn Cole/Los Angeles Times/MCT)

                                     
What do you remember looking 
back on that day? When asked 
this question, many of us in 
our mid-to-late twenties would 
answer we were in the same place 
as Danielle Crannell was. 

 “I was in my junior high 
school class when it happened, 
and we watched the news all 
day after the first plane hit. I 
will always remember that day 
as several seniors were there for 
a school trip and couldn’t get 
home. It was very sad to see all 
of the terrified people on TV, 
and I couldn’t even imagine how 
devastating.” 

 Personally, my memory 
of the day differs from most 
Americans my age. I was twelve 
years old and living in Germany 
at the time. I can remember 
seeing the coverage on TV while 
shopping.  Crowds of people 
were standing in front of multiple 
TVs set up around the stores 
trying to see what was going on. 
To see the horror and anger on 
the faces of people who weren’t 
even Americans helped assure 
me that the world as a whole 
would not forget the tragedy we 
were all witnessing that day. The 
next morning at my international 
school we had an assembly, and 
the tears fell freely. In that mo-
ment we all mourned the lives 
lost that day. We were separated 
by nationality, but united by a 
disaster. I remember being sad 
and confused at first, but by the 
end of the day I was full of anger. 
 My anger has been rec-
onciled, but my heart still breaks 
every year for the families that 
live with the pain of losing those 
they loved. They have to live with 
their pain everyday. 
 What do you remember 
that day? Were you at school or 
work? Did you cry? Did you even 
notice what was happening at 
first? How do you remember Sep-
tember 11, 2001 thirteen years 
later? 

Above (file photo): Visitors are encouraged to touch crumpled beams from the World Trade Center twin towers damaged on 9/11 on display at the new George W. Bush Presidential Cen-
ter in Dallas, Texas, Wednesday, April 24, 2013. (Paul Moseley/Fort Worth Star-Telegram/MCT)



From the Editor

I would like to open my 
first editor’s note by welcoming 
you all back! Even though we 
have all been back in classes for 
three weeks, I just now feel like 
I’m starting to get back into the 
swing of things, and I’m sure 
many of you feel the same. 

Autumn is just around the 
corner. The days are getting 
longer, and you can feel the air 
taking on a new crisp feel. I’m 
almost always excited to welcome 
the change in early September. 
The long, hot, and heavily humid 
days are gone, and the coming 
harvest time is almost upon us. 
This year it also signifies the first 
issue of the Banner News coming 
out for the new school year! 

This is my first issue as the 
new editor-in-chief and I couldn’t 
be more excited to work with the 
staff to bring you all the DMACC 
Boone Campus news and en-
tertainment we can fit onto the 
pages.

This first issue is all about 
welcoming you all back to 
campus, giving you a an insight 
into what academic resources are 
available to you, and also taking 
a moment to remember the lives 
lost on one of the most infamous 
days in American history. 

I hope you all enjoy your 
first issue of the year, and I 
encourage everyone to write to 
us and tell us your thoughts and 
feelings over this issue, and any-
thing else you think is important. 
We want to hear from you! 

Again, welcome back, and 
here’s to a great semester! 

Tell us what you 
think!

Submit a letter 
to the editor or 
your artwork to 

bannernews@
dmacc.edu

-or-
Publish your own 
opinion column 
in the Banner 

News.

Columns must be:
*DMACC student 
or locally 
related

*Well informed 
(facts stated 
must be cited
*Approximately 

500-700 words in 
length.

Please email us 
or stop by room 

115.

By Julie Roosa
Faculty Advisor

The Banner News needs you. 
And you need the Banner 

News.
Here’s why.
The Banner News is a 

student-led news team serving 
the Boone campus. The students 
on staff aim to cover the campus 
and deliver the news. No other 
news source has the inside scoop 
on DMACC/Boone like they do.

They know what you need 
to know and what you want to 
know even before you know you 
need or want to know it. 

You know?
The Banner News is a small 

but mighty crew as you can see 
from the list on page 3. They 
want that list to grow. They need 
it to grow because the job they do 
is big. 

And that’s why they need 
you.

You don’t need to be a 
journalism major; training is 
provided.

In fact, my job as faculty 

advisor for the Banner News is to 
help students learn how to cover 
and deliver the news. 

The student editor in chief is 
the boss; I’m the backup. 

The student staffers make 
the decisions; I help identify the 
options. 

I’m the coach; the students 
are the team. And it’s the team 
that is in charge.   

Members of the Banner 
News staff pitch their own story 
ideas, make assignments, ask 
questions, write news stories, 
compose opinion pieces, sell 
advertising, take pictures, design 
pages, shoot video, capture audio, 
present broadcasts, use social 
media and update the Web. 

In short, they do it all. 
And there is a lot to do. It’s 

a big job to produce the Banner 
News in print every other week 
and online even more often. 

So the staff needs you. 
Whether you are into 

computers, science, engineering, 
writing, nursing, criminal justice, 
biology, the environment, busi-
ness, law, foreign language, the-
ater, math, or none of the above, 
the Banner News can use you. 

And you can use us.
Use us to boost your resume, 

giving you that hands-on work 
experience that will give you the 
edge in your next job interview.

Use us to improve your 
writing skills, speaking skills, 
problem solving skills.

Use us to show you can work 
with a team. And work indepen-
dently. You can get along with 

others. And meet deadlines. You 
can supervise and take direction.

Use us to show you can write 
clearly, edit carefully, and argue 
logically.

Oh, and we have fun, too.
There are three ways to get 

involved in the Banner News:
1. For college credit. Enroll 

in a journalism class (JOU122 
Intro to News Production, 3 
credits or JOU142 Journalism 
Practicum, 2 credits.) Staffers in 
these classes produce everything 
you see in the paper.

2. For work study. Several 
work study positions are avail-
able, If you qualify for work 
study, you can apply at the 
Banner News and get paid for 
your work. These positions offer 
flexible scheduling and can often 
be tailored to your interests.

3. As a freelancer. Volun-
teer your time and talents in the 
area you like most, contributing 
as much or as little as you like 
depending on your schedule.

Over the years, when I’ve 
been in the market for a job, 
I’ve noticed a common theme. 
During interviews, potential 
employers ask about my work on 
my college news staff. The fact 
that I served as editor in chief 
at the Iowa State Daily was the 
difference-maker in landing all 
the positions I’ve been privileged 
to have. Not just the journalism 
jobs, all the jobs. 

Sure, I’ve worked in media, 
but I’ve also worked as a law 
clerk, a judicial clerk, an attor-
ney in private practice, a victim’s 

rights advocate, a manager at 
a police department, and now 
a college instructor. Every stop 
along the way, it’s been the col-
lege news experience that got 
me noticed. Not the classes I 
took. The GPA I maintained. The 
degrees I earned. The papers I 
published. The awards I received. 
Those are important. But the key 
has been the college news staff 
experience. 

Joining the Banner News 
will do the same for you.

Again, you don’t necessarily 
need to want to do journalism. 
I have friends from my college 
Daily days that have gone on to 
do many other things -- several 
are lawyers, many are published 
authors, a few are teachers, one is 
a documentary filmmaker, one is 
an anchor on CNN in New York, 
one runs an archive for the Li-
brary of Congress in Washington, 
D.C., several are in public rela-
tions, a few are college instruc-
tors, one is an entrepreneur in 
India, another works in Tokyo. 

The common thread?
We all worked on our college 

newspaper. 
Students on a news staff get 

noticed. They do things. They get 
involved. They have opinions. 
They work hard. They get the job 
done. They are motivated. 

If you want to get noticed, 
now and in the future, join your 
college news staff. 

We need you. You need us. 
For more information, 

contact me. I can be reached at 
jkroosa@dmacc.edu, Room 115.

By KayCee Stickley
Guest Columnist 

Recently, extremely disparag-
ing comments have made their 
way onto social media regarding 
those who receive welfare, who 
live in poverty, and especially 
those who work in the fast food 
industry. The rising negativity 
has been amplified in response 
to the fast food protests that 
occurred in the beginning of 
September, when thousands of 
fast food employees went on 
strike in 150 cities across the 
United States. 

What are they demanding? 
In essence, it’s equality. 
They’re demanding the right 

to join a union without retalia-
tion, and for the minimum wage 
to be raised to what is being 
called a “living wage” of $15 
per hour. The idea of what is a 
proper “living wage” varies from 
person to person, but no matter 
what dollar amount you think is 
appropriate, the fact remains that 
the wage-gap is increasing. It is 
imprisoning average, hardwork-
ing, and deserving individuals 
into somewhat of a caste system, 
and isn’t concurrent with today’s 
expenses or inflation. 

This kind of inequality 
makes me furious.

The majority of my work 
experience (about a decade 
worth) has been in food, such 
as: McDonald’s, Taco Bell, KFC, 
Burger King, etc. The majority 
of the people I know (mid/early-

20s, full-time college students) 
are in this profession, or work in 
restaurants and diners, which are 
similar and deserve the same at-
tention when it comes to fair pay.

There is no doubt that work-
ing in fast food is hard work. 
It’s harder than the months of 
training and knowledge I needed 
to sell cosmetology products as 
a sales associate. It’s harder than 
landscaping. It’s harder than 
construction. It’s harder than 
customer service. It’s harder than 
telemarketing. It’s harder than 
being a delivery man. It’s harder 
than waitressing. It’s harder than 
sweating my ass off in a nursing 
home full of dementia sufferers. 

Granted, fast food is “entry” 
level, but that does not mean that 
you can be a complete idiot and 
do this job. Many of the idiots 
who try don’t last long, and it’s 
people like *me* who care about 
meaningless, crappy jobs who 
suffer for it. If you care about 
what you’re doing, it is actually 
a very complex job full of math, 
memorization, and culinary 

skill.   I implore everyone who 
is complaining that a hike to 
$10-$15 an hour would make 
their desk job less relevant (even 
though upward wage-hike pres-
sure would eventually raise their 
pay too) as a result of being paid 
less than fast food workers to 
go out and work behind a grill 
for nine hours. While half of the 
young, near-high-school staff is 
calling in late or “ill”, while your 
customers are bitching about how 
they can do a better job than you 
when you’re working with half 
the supply, half the machines, 
and half the staff you were ever 
trained for, while covering shifts 
of those who don’t care to come 
in to work, while following 
procedures that are mandatory 
and punishable if ignored--things 
that take your customer’s pre-
cious time they’re spending 
bitching. While you’re cleaning 
up disasters made by people who 
think, “Meh, it’s McDonalds. 
They can afford to clean up the 
roll of toilet paper I flush after 
taking a big McShit that plugs up 
the whole plumbing system, and 
makes it back up in the kitchen 
to where they have to call Roto-
Rooter”. All this while you can’t 
afford to pay for car insurance, 
or your utilities and rent, while 
getting told that you make $11.75 
more an hour than they allow for 
you to be able to qualify for food 
stamps, while you can’t afford 
private health insurance and are 
not eligible for the insurance pro-
vided at the job, while your kid is 
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Rantings from Mighty Mouth

sick and you can’t leave work for 
fear of losing your job because 
you are 100 percent expend-
able in a high-turnover indus-
try, while you haven’t relaxed 
enough to take a proper poop in 
four days, while you haven’t 
showered in five, while your 
uniform is soaked in sweat, ass, 
condiments, and God-knows-
what, while you’re getting bitched 
at by your manager that you need 
to wash your clothes, but you 
have had neither the time to go 
to the Laundromat or the money 
to afford a machine of your own, 
while your car is breaking down, 
while you’re a student in col-
lege, while people are telling you 
that you need to get a second 
job, while you’re coughing up 
blood because you can’t get a sick 
day to save your life.

I could go on. 
I would rather do any other 

job than fast food. I have massive 
respect for fast food workers. 
They deserve better. They deserve 
a living wage, and they deserve 
the dignity that being a part of 
the working class should have. 
Even if every person went to col-
lege, we still need people to flip 
our burgers. It is harder than you 
think. If you don’t believe me, I 
urge you to go and try it yourself.  
KayCee Stickley is sophomore at 
DMACC. She will earn her AA 
in May. She lives in Ogden with 
her husband and 4-year-old son. 
Find her Facebook page at http://
www.facebook.com/mighty-
mouthLOL

 

Fast food workers deserve fair wage 

We want you to join the Banner crew
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Your horoscope
this week

(MCT)
Aries (March 21-April 19) -- Today is an 8 -- Work out 
a compromise. You’re very attractive, intellectually. Being 
busy looks good on you. Partner up with a gracious person. 
Chores take priority. Keep communications flowing. Talk 
about joy and abundance.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) -- Today is a 7 -- Learn even 
more about love. Smart investments now can increase your 
security. Your own wit and effort makes the difference. Stick 
with what worked before. Follow the money trail. Stock up on essentials. Travel for pleasure.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) -- Today is a 7 -- Talk about what you love and a possibility grows closer 
to realization. Share the value you see. Conditions seem unstable. Work smart and profit. Stay out of 
somebody else’s argument. It could get blissful.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) -- Today is a 6 -- Career efforts could stall. Persuade your audience, and 
your message travels. Work on family projects. Increase productivity by cutting frills. It’s not a good 
time to gamble. A change in schedule is required.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) -- Today is a 7 -- Reach out and connect with people. Write down your latest 
fantasies. Don’t be afraid of a mess... clean as you go. Collaborate. Navigate around unexpected dif-
ficulties. You can do it, especially by working together.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -- Today is a 7 -- You can afford a communications upgrade. Develop a 

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

FOR RELEASE APRIL 21, 2014

ACROSS
1 Campus drilling

gp.
5 Repairs, as a

lawn’s bare spot
9 On the higher

side
14 Fictional lab

assistant
15 Be certain
16 Garbo of the

silver screen
17 Man-made

organic pump
20 Take care of
21 Start of Caesar’s

incredulous
question

22 GI rations
23 1040 publisher:

Abbr.
25 Prefix meaning

“high”
27 Dish not made

from the reptile
it’s named for

34 Kissing pair
35 Out __ limb
36 Get a feeling

about
37 Feed bag morsel
38 Like a soloist on

a dark stage
41 Fill up on
42 Barn-raising sect
44 Electrified particle
45 Falls behind
46 Pseudonym
50 “The Lord of the

Rings,” e.g.
51 Encouragement

“on the back”
52 Bog fuel
55 Capone nemesis

Eliot
58 Triangular Greek

letter
62 Finger-pointing

perjury
65 Sing like Bing
66 50+ org.
67 Company with

bell ringers
68 Shell out
69 Zebras, to lions
70 Actor Hackman

DOWN
1 Narrow inlets
2 Folklore monster
3 Carryall with

handles
4 They give films

stars

5 Slalom item
6 It may be enough
7 “Just __”: Nike

slogan
8 Try to whack, as

a fly
9 “Gross!”

10 Logical
proposition

11 Apple relative
12 To be, to Brigitte
13 “Peanuts”

phooey
18 Tuning __
19 Break in the action
24 Break in the

action
26 Word with tube or

pattern
27 Florida metropolis
28 Vision-related
29 Game with Skip

cards
30 Mathematical

comparison
31 Wee hr.
32 Grammarian’s

concern
33 Lizards and

snakes, for some
34 Do nothing
38 Use FedEx
39 Comical Costello
40 Clouseau’s rank:

Abbr.

43 Cowboy’s hat
45 Reason for an

ump’s safe call
47 Emmy winner

Fey
48 Arctic expanse
49 It means nothing

to Juan
52 Inferiors of cpls.
53 Tombstone

lawman
54 Burn-soothing

substance

56 Mark from a
surgical
procedure

57 Having no doubt
59 Occurring as you

watch it
60 Huckleberry

Hound, for one
61 Songstress

Murray
63 Conclusion
64 Plant gathering

information

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved
By David W. Cromer 4/21/14

(c)2014 Tribune Content Agency, LLC 4/21/14

Date Event / Info
Upcoming Events

Entertainment
Location

September 10 Cookout & Hypnotist, 
Free 6” Subway sandwich

Courter Center 
11am-2pm

September 11-14 The Fault in Our Stars ISU Carver 101- Free Admission
7pm & 10pm

September 16 Constitution Day Speaker : 
James Madison

Auditorium
12:50pm-2:15pm

September 17
Grandma Mojos Moonshine

Revival
(Improv Comedy Group)

ISU Maintanence Shop
Doors open @ 10pm 

$1 Admission

September 18-21 Neighbors ISU Carver 101- Free Admission
7pm & 10pm

September 23 Dodgeball Tourney Gym 
9pm-10pm

‘Guardians’ No. 1 for fourth weekend

Marvel’s Guardians Of The Galaxy are, from left, Chris Pratt as Star-Lord/Peter Quill, Vin Diesal as Groot, Bradley Cooper as the voice of 
Rocket Raccoon, Dave Bautista as Drax the Destroyer, and Zoe Saldana as Gamora. (Marvel/MCT)

(MCT)
LOS ANGELES _ Disney’s 

Marvel Studios soared this week-
end after “Guardians of the Gal-
axy” topped the box office for the 
fourth weekend, more than any 
other Marvel film to date.

The sci-fi film, which opened 
Aug. 1, met industry expectations 
and added about $10.2 million to 
its gross in the U.S. and Canada. 
The comic-book movie starring 
Chris Pratt, Vin Diesel and Zoe 
Saldana (with Bradley Cooper 
as the voice of a raccoon) has 
grossed $294.6 million to date. 
Even with its unconventional Au-
gust release date, the film is the 
summer’s highest-grossing film 
and will likely become the first 
film this year to hit the $300 mil-
lion milestone.

In international markets, the 
film has grossed about $291.6 
million, for a total global gross of 
more than $586 million.

“Hitting the top of the charts 
again and in as many times as the 
film has during the run is a testa-

ment to the continued strength of 
the Marvel brand,” said Dave Hol-
lis, Walt Disney Studios’ executive 
vice president of theatrical distri-
bution, who also cited the sup-
port that comes from a company 
such as Disney and the quality of 
the film as reasons for the film’s 
strong, long run.

In the traditionally slow 
weekend after Labor Day, “Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles” not 
surprisingly held its No. 2 spot. 
The Paramount Pictures film, 
which added $6.5 million in its 
fifth weekend, has grossed about 
$175 million in the U.S. and Can-
ada.

The tear-jerker “If I Stay” 
rounded out the top three, gross-
ing $5.8 million. Based on the 
2009 best-selling book by Gayle 
Forman, the Warner Bros. film 
stars Chloe Grace Moretz and 
Jamie Blackley as love-struck 
teenagers. To date, the film has 
grossed $39.7 million in the U.S. 
and Canada.

Freestyle Releasing’s “The 

Identical,” the biggest newcomer 
to the box office over the week-
end, came in at No. 11 with 
about $1.9 million. Starring Blake 
Rayne, Ray Liotta, Ashley Judd 
and Seth Green, the faith-based 
musical drama follows identical 
twin brothers (both played by 
Rayne) who are separated at birth 
during the Depression. Other re-
ligious films such as “God’s Not 
Dead,” “Son of God” and “Noah” 
have fared better among Chris-
tian moviegoers at the box office 
this past year.

On Sunday, “The Identi-
cal” had a weak 4 percent posi-
tive rating on review aggregator 
Rotten Tomatoes. By contrast, 
“Boyhood,” director Richard Lin-
klater’s coming-of-age film, which 
has a rare 99 percent positive rat-
ing on Rotten Tomatoes, crossed 
the $20 million mark at the box 
office.

Paramount Pictures’ “Forrest 
Gump” grossed about $405,000 in 
its limited re-release in Imax the-
aters.

comprehensive plan to increase efficiency. Something you try doesn’t work. Share your 
experience. Get an expert opinion. Confer with family. Romantic fantasies could fall 
flat... keep it practical.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) -- Today is a 7 -- Invent new possibilities in a partnership, 
and schedule who does what. Write down your creation and share it. Prioritize practi-
cal efforts today, as fantasies can evaporate. Networking brings results. Beautify your 
workspace.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) -- Today is a 7 -- The first reaction could seem negative... 
don’t get stopped. Clarify any miscommunications. Balance family and social activities 
carefully. Costs may be higher than expected. Stash valuables in a safe place. Count 
blessings and give thanks.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) -- Today is a 6 -- Get playful for unexpected discoveries. 
Take the student role. Listen to an older person’s concerns carefully. Be willing to com-
promise. New status brings new rewards. Romance and passion occupy your thoughts. 

Later you get your chance.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) -- Today is a 6 -- Keep it vague about finances. It’s not a great time to 
talk about money. Be patient with someone who’s not. Save more than you spend, and investigate 
profitable directions. Good news comes from far away.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) -- Today is a 6 -- It’s a good time to travel or launch projects. Indulge in 
a favorite luxury. Answer questions directly. The best things in life are still free. Talk about brilliant 
solutions, intriguing ideas, and shared passions.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) -- Today is an 8 -- Don’t make assumptions. Remain skeptical of some-
thing that sounds too good. Sign up once you’ve reviewed from all angles. Watch for a weak link. 
Profit and luck comes through networking with your communities. Advance together.
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